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Message from the Executive Director, Silvia McLain 
 
Thank you for taking the time to learn about Seminole County Bar Association Legal Aid Society, Inc.  Our mission is to 
provide quality civil legal services to low income and vulnerable residents of Seminole County.  For many, we provide 
their only access to our judicial system.  
 
Every year, our Legal Aid Society helps Seminole county residents with critical legal problems such as escaping       
domestic violence and sexual assault, protecting abused and neglected children, preserving housing, helping          
vulnerable seniors and helping families with seriously ill or disabled children.  We hold monthly legal advice clinics 
helping our veterans. We provide monthly sealing and expungement workshops to help the jobless secure               
employment. A family law advice clinic is held biweekly to provide self represented litigants important legal            
information and counsel.  And we assist residents, who are on probation, learn about the legal system to assist in their 
rehabilitation.   
 
Our work benefits our clients, our communities and our county. For example, we annually obtain court orders        
requiring the payment of child support, health insurance and daycare costs for their children.  We secure court orders 
requiring abusers to act to end their violence and obtain safe timesharing schedules for their children. The stability 
provided by this representation allows formerly battered women to work and raise their children in a safe and stable 
environment where they can focus on life, rather than on their safety. To the larger community this translates into 
reduced demands on law enforcement, the courts, prisons, paramedics, emergency rooms and public assistance.  
 
This year, with the help of a special grant from the Florida Attorney General, Pam Bondi, we have added an additional 
staff attorney and paralegal to our staff to expand our legal services.  We obtained the services of a new technology 
provider to provide better security and efficiency.   We updated equipment and furniture providing a more inviting 
atmosphere for clients. 
 
I want to thank our incredible pro bono attorneys, college and law student volunteers, and our dedicated members of 
our board of directors for their generosity of their time and efforts to make our Legal Aid Society be the best at what 
we do. I want to recognize our outstanding president, attorney Christopher Sprysenski, for his excellent leadership 
and commitment to our mission.  
 
I want to add my appreciation for our talented staff, who provides quality legal services to our clients; produces a 
monthly newsletter with educational content and resources; maintains our informative website; participates in the 
Seminole County Domestic Violence taskforce and the Child Abuse taskforce and engages in numerous community 
events.  
 
I invite you to review our achievements and special projects on the following pages. Thank you again for your help 
and interest in the Seminole County Bar Association Legal Aid Society, Inc.  
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“ You have been the most awesome,  caring & 
helpful person. Guiding & protecting us from 
getting into trouble. I don’t know how to thank 
you enough.”  
K. D. 

“I appreciate all of your help and hope that you 
can keep blessing other people the same way 
you have blessed my Life.”  
Y.C.  

“I felt helpless, hopeless and frustrated. There 
was no way I could  afford hiring a lawyer. I 
felt defenseless with no direction whatsoever. I 
started Googling  attorneys in the area and was     
directed to the Seminole County Legal Aid. I 
made an  appointment and that was when my 
hopeful journey began. This   office has helped 
me so much that I will  forever be grateful for 
them.” 
C.F. 

“This letter was inspired by a team of beautiful 
beings. Who selflessly sacrifice time and      
energy into shining their magnificent light on 
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Which made it easier to sleep at night and set 
aside a load which you’ve carried for us with 
so much love, compassion and professionalism. 
For this you’ve become apart of our family, 
tightly intertwined in our heart strings for   
infinity. Thank you for all that you do!” 
J.S. 
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To provide high quality civil legal advice, representation and education free of charge to disadvantaged 
families, elderly, veterans, disabled, and abused children in Seminole county so as to protect their       
personal safety, promote their self-sufficiency, and improve their quality of life.  We represent: 

 

 Women, who are victims of violence 

 Veterans, who need to resolve a civil legal matter 

 Grandparents seeking custody of grandchildren when their parents are addicted to opioids  

 Foster youths wanting to graduate from high school ,who need education advocacy 

 Families of disabled children requesting appointment as guardian advocate when their child 
turns 18 years of age 

 Elderly people seeking legal help to preserve their housing 

 Disabled children needing to obtain Medicaid waivers 

 Unemployed persons obtaining advice on sealing and expunging an eligible crime to obtain a 
job 

 Parents wanting to obtain a safe timesharing plan for their child and support to financially care 
for the child 

 

In addition, we also administer the pro bono attorney project in Seminole County which expands our ability 
to help additional Seminole County residents with their legal needs.  We also participate in several special 
legal projects and the domestic violence and child abuse taskforces.  

 

MISSION 
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Our services are provided through the unified efforts of pro bono attorneys, who generously give their 
time, experienced staff attorneys, devoted and compassionate support staff, volunteer college students, 
and strong leadership of a dedicated board of directors. As a result of this collaboration, we can provide 
legal assistance in various areas of the law such as family, housing, guardianship of the disabled,
immigration, juvenile, elder,  and consumer. 

 
This past fiscal year, our volunteers and staff attorneys served 1,028 families, which includes 1,397   
children with their legal needs. We obtained $362,256.53 in child support and arrears to sustain 
needy families. Volunteer attorneys donated pro bono legal services valued at an estimated $118,230 
and contributed $25,555 in lieu of service donations.  

We are a helping hand in our community.  

 

ACHIEVEMENTS 
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David’s Story 

Martha’s Story 

Helping families with housing issues… 
 
Hasty relocations, disrupts employment and hinders the education of children creating instability and  homelessness.  
Seminole County Legal Aid helped 160 families preserve their housing. 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

An elderly man named David sought legal assistance when he was notified that he was being sued for foreclosure from an          
unknown bank.  David did not owe any money to the bank and never had prior dealing with the bank. He never owned the house 
being foreclosed.  The house was owned by a former neighbor.  David was afraid that the foreclosure suit would ruin his credit and 
his ability to secure a new affordable apartment he sought.  A staff attorney immediately looked over the documents.  The bank 
claimed that a “wild mortgage” concerning his former home was improperly recorded in the public records of Seminole County 
and the bank needed to foreclose the “wild mortgage”.   A wild mortgage is created when due to scrivener’s error the wrong legal 
description is inserted in the mortgage deed.  The staff attorney had David sign an affidavit stating that David never had an  interest 
in the property described in the “wild mortgage”, did not possess the property, did not pay taxes on the property and that there    
existed a clerical error and that  the recorded  mortgage should have describe his previously owned property he lost in his divorce.  
Upon receipt of the affidavit and  significant advocacy by the staff attorney, the bank dismissed the foreclosure case against David.  
He was very grateful for the assistance.  His credit was protected, and he could secure his affordable apartment with his superior 
and intact credit.  

Martha, an elderly woman, received an eviction notice for nonpayment of rent. She was scared and confused.  She did not           
understand why the new management company was suing her for eviction because she claimed she was current in her rent.  We 
patiently reviewed all her payment records to reconstruct a payment history and verify her claims.  After a lengthy process of      
review of her records and comparing the records to her bank statements, we were able to verify that indeed she was up to date in 
her payments.  We contacted the attorney representing the management company and provided them with the complete payment 
records and history.  Within a few hours, the opposing attorney filed a voluntary dismissal of the eviction case.  Martha was very 
relieved and grateful and promised to keep better records. 
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For the last several months, Victoria dedicated her time to care for her seriously ill daughter, Angela, and for her granddaughter, 
who just turned 17years old.  Her daughter’s wishes was that she be allowed to remain in her own home during her last few 
months.   As a single mother,  Angela had worked hard to purchase a home and establish stability for her only daughter.  When 
Angela succumbed to her illness, Victoria was lost and afraid.  She needed to acquire custody to properly care for her             
granddaughter and needed to find a way to transfer ownership of the home to her granddaughter.  She called our legal aid office 
and was assigned to a staff attorney, who filed the necessary  documents in court for Victoria to be appointed temporary            
custodian of her granddaughter.  Victoria now was able to arrange for medical appointments for her granddaughter and attend to 
her educational needs. 
 
When her granddaughter emancipated, a volunteer attorney took her probate case.  He generously assisted in  obtaining the court 
to transfer the ownership of the property to the granddaughter.  Victoria and her granddaughter found that they were not alone 
and they found the help that they needed to secure a bright future. 
 
 
“The attorneys helped me full fill my daughter’s last wishes.  Words cannot express my gratitude to them 
and your legal office”, -Victoria. 

Victoria’s Story 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

Elder law Project 

A special project was developed to assist vulnerable seniors in Seminole County. Seniors compose 15.1% of the        
population in Seminole County. Many of the seniors cannot resolve their problems alone and come to our office for 
advice and counsel. Last fiscal year, we assisted 102 elderly residents of Seminole County. Many of these seniors are 
seeking custody of their grandchildren because their parents have addiction to opioids and are unable to care for the   
children.  Others have serious housing issues.  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.parentingscience.com%2Fimages%2FGrandmother-and-teen.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.parentingscience.com%2Fempathy-in-children-and-teens.html&docid=JWQOlY9-LhCLnM&tbnid=vtDrNq63NvrMqM%3A&vet=10ahUKE
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Miguel’s Story 

Lindsay was placed in the care of the Department of Children and Families and was struggling academically. She had only 
earned a single credit for an elective class.  Lindsey revealed that she struggles to understand most of her class material and   
frequently feels overwhelmed and is uncomfortable asking for help. A staff attorney made a written request to have Lindsey  
tested for a disabilities that may qualify her for special education. Testing was completed and the Lindsey was found to have 
multiple qualifying disabilities including language impairment and specific learning disability. With the staff attorney           
advocacy, the school provided Lindsey with an Individualized  Education Plan with specific instruction to help Lindsey succeed 
academically. The staff attorney  continues  to  review her school transcripts to make sure she is on the right track and          
consults with the Lindsey regarding her class schedules, courses and credits needed to graduate high school.  

Miguel lost his mother when he was two years old and went to live with his father.  When Miguel started high school, his father 
became seriously ill and was placed in the hospital and rehabilitation facilities for treatment.  During the father’s stays for medical 
care, Miguel was placed in and out of a group home by the department of children and families.  Miguel struggled in school and 
worried about his future.  When his father succumbed to his illness, the parents of a high school friend agreed to have him stay at 
their house but only on the condition that Miguel would still be eligible for all benefits afforded a foster youths.  The department 
of children and families assured the family that his benefits would continue despite his placement with the family.  With the   
families and school personnel’s help, Miguel made tremendous progress in school and  managed to graduate from high school.  He 
immediately enrolled in community college and applied for the benefits afforded foster youth to receive a stipend while attending 
college.  He would not be able to afford to attend college without the stipend as he was an orphan and did not have any immediate 
family.  The department denied his benefits.  Miguel was devastated and contact our legal aid program.  A staff attorney was     
assigned to his case and she filed an administrative appeal to overturn the unfavorable decision.  After considerable effort and  
litigation, the staff attorney was able to secure the benefit for Miguel.  Now Miguel has a monthly stipend to pay for his living  
expenses while he attend college full time.  His future is bright and promising.  

 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

Helping our Foster Youths 
 

Foster youths can face difficult lives as they age out of the foster system.  Many youths do not graduate from high 
school, become homeless or become involved with the criminal justice system.  Our legal aid program provides legal 
assistance to help them gain their independent living benefits; Medicaid waivers, when eligible; and renders legal   
assistance with education issues to help the youths graduate from high school.    

Lindsay’s Story 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fparents.au.reachout.com%2F-%2Fmedia%2Fparents%2Fimages%2Ftopic-images%2Fself-confidence%2Fboy-looking-happy.jpg%3Fla%3Den%26hash%3D0E1F57B75E3666EEBEF6C0C5032A28D9CBCC0D3D&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fparents
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scarymommy.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F02%2Fpretty-teen-girl.jpg%3Fw%3D700&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scarymommy.com%2F8-things-you-need-to-know-about-raising-a-teenager%2F&docid=4a3YHS57D00
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Survivors of Crimes  

The Florida Attorney General Office provided us a grant to assist Victims of Crime in Seminole County with their   
family, housing and civil matters.  The Florida Bar Foundation assisted with a matching grant. Most of the victims that 
we assist are survivors of domestic violence.  Here are some of their stories.  

Patrick came to our legal aid program requesting help with a divorce.  He has three young daughters from his  marriage.  His wife 
is currently in prison because she and her boyfriend sexually molested one of the children. Patrick  wants to protect their        
children and keep them away from his wife.  He works at a fast food restaurant and had no idea how to file for a divorce and 
thought it would be too hard for him. A staff attorney agreed to represent him. The staff attorney located the prison of his wife and 
prepared the necessary divorce papers and served the wife with the papers. The day came for the final hearing  of divorce and 
Patrick was nervous going in front of the Judge.  He brought his parents with him for support. The staff attorney accompanied 
Patrick to the trial.  The Judge granted the divorce and gave him full custody of his children. He was so happy that the case was 
over, and he was no longer   married and his children were protected.       

Patrick’s Story 

Melissa applied for assistance at our office after learning her husband had committed several acts of adultery while continuing 
his verbal, physical and emotional abuse upon her and the parties’ minor child.  After discussing the  option of separation and 
divorce, Melissa’s husband became increasingly abusive, often making threats to leave the country with the parties’ minor child. 
Afraid and unsure of her rights, Melissa applied for assistance with our legal aid program.  Melissa was assigned to a staff       
attorney who assisted Melissa throughout her litigious and difficult   divorce case.  Unable to reach an agreement, the parties case 
concluded with a half day trial in which Melissa was successful in obtaining majority timesharing of the minor child and child 
support.  She and the child can now live without the abusive and controlling behaviors Melissa’s husband continued to exhibit  
throughout the parties’  marriage. 

Melissa’s Story 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS 
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Honoring our American Heroes 
 

How can we let our American Heroes know that we will never forget their sacrifices made for our nation?  We        
remember by holding a monthly free legal advice clinic for veterans on the third Thursday of each month at the      
Casselberry Public Library.  At the clinic, dedicated volunteer attorneys and a staff attorney is available to meet with a 
veteran to provide them with legal assistance and guidance.  Last fiscal year, we   assisted 68 veterans with their legal 
needs. 
 
We are excited to announce that U.S. Senator Marco Rubio’s Mobile Office has joined our monthly Veteran Legal    
Advice Clinic at the  Casselberry Public Library.  London Rotundo hosts the mobile office to meet with veterans and 
other  constituents and assist them with federal issues in their own communities. Senator Rubio  recognizes that not 
everyone has the means to drive to his main offices, which is why he initiated a “mobile office hours” program, which 
has brought his office to every county in Florida.  
 

London Rotundo, with U.S. Senator Marco Rubio’s Mobile 
Office,  at the Casselberry Public Library ready to help     
residents of Seminole County   during our Veteran Legal 
Clinic. 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS 
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ACHIEVEMENTS 

Rick’s Story 

Families with disabled children find legal help  
 

Parents no longer have the legal authority to make decisions for their children after they turn 18 years of age.     
Guardian Advocacy is a process for family members, caregivers, or friends of individuals with a developmental       
disability to obtain the legal authority to act on their behalf if the person lacks the decision-making ability to do some, 
but not all, of the decision-making tasks necessary to care for his or her person or property. Staff attorneys assisted 32 
families with guardianships, prepared 66 annual plans and prepared and submitted 17 Applications to the Agency for 
Persons with Disabilities.  

Luz’s Story 

Rick was referred to our office regarding his nonverbal autistic son who had not been going to school due to medical reasons and 
Rick’s fear that he would harm others and himself. Rick was served with a truancy petition and was afraid the court would take his 
son away from him. Our staff attorney agreed to take the case.  The first step was going to court for the fact-finding hearing     
regarding the truancy petition, which resulted in a review hearing being scheduled. Our staff attorney scheduled an IEP meeting, 
which helped to reevaluate the child’s current individualized educational plan, to make sure he had the services in place that he 
needed in school. She also researched and provided Rick with a list of schools his son could attend to better suit his needs and gave 
him contact information for different behavioral therapy businesses. Rick, and our staff attorney have been to four review        
hearings, and two IEP meetings. Rick needed guidance and encouragement that his son can attend school, as well as having       
services implemented in school to help assure Rick of his son’s safety (such as daily reports about his son). The truancy case has 
been dismissed. Rick and his son have been extremely happy with our services and have repeatedly told our staff attorney that she 
is their hero. His son now attends school and receives the services he needs. 

Luz works cleaning homes.  She has a daughter named Vanessa, who has  cerebral palsy and  is confined to a wheel chair.  Luz is 
a single mother.  She struggles financially and is fortunate that her older sons help her financially when they can.   Her daughter 
turned 18 years of age and Luz was told she needed to be appointed her Vanessa’s guardian so that she could assist with medical 
decisions and properly care for her beautiful daughter.  She can not afford the services of an attorney and does not have the   
necessary command of the English language to complete the paperwork by herself.  Luz is afraid that the government will take 
away Vanessa from her.  Luz applies for free legal services and is accepted.  She is very nervous.  The staff attorney patiently       
explains the process and help Luz with her worries.  The staff attorney prepares all the legal documents to be appointed guardian 
advocate and obtain the order and letters of guardian advocacy for Luz.  The staff attorney assists her with the initial plans and 
annual plans that must be filed with the court.  Luz is very grateful for the free legal services.  
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Last fiscal year, our pro bono attorneys assisted 92 indigent clients donating legal services with a value of $118,230 
to help our fellow residents in need. Attorneys also made  monetary contributions in the amount of $25,555 to         
support our program. The volunteer attorneys held 12 veteran legal advice clinics;  10 sealing and Expungement 
Workshops and 6 legal presentations at Seminole County Probation office. Pro Bono Attorneys Amy Hamlin,        
Norman Levin and Bill Orth handled the family law advice clinics helping self represented litigants with their     
cases this year.   

Attorney Hillyer presenting a Sealing and 
Expungement Class at Goodwill.  

Attorney Tricoli explains how to seal and expunge an eligible crime to 
individuals needing a job. 

 

Timothy is attending a local university and seeking an  internship with a technology company.  Unfortunately,  Timothy keeps 
being declined for his internship because when completing his internship applications, he indicates that he was convicted of a 
crime.  Many years ago, he was riding in a car with friends and was stopped and  arrested when law enforcement found his 
friend’s illegal contraband.  The charges were dropped but Timothy believed he had to indicate that he was convicted of a crime.  
Timothy attended our sealing and expungement class and learned how to complete the application and what he needed to do 
about his arrest record.  He feels relieved with the knowledge he acquired at the workshop and looks forward to securing his   
internship and his first job.  

 

PRO BONO PROJECT 

Timothy’s Story 
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PRO BONO PROJECT 

Harvey Martin Alper, Esq. 

Jonathan Benson Alper, Esq.   

Arthur Bryant Applegate, Esq 

Karen Clark Bankowitz, Esq.  

Steven Lawrence Barcus, Esq. 

Eric Charles Boughman, Esq.  

Nadine AnnMarie Brown, Esq.  

Kenneth H.P. Bryk, Esq.  

Carsandra Denyce Buie, Esq.  

Karl Andrew Burgunder, Esq.  

Christopher Charles Cathcart, Esq.  

Andrew Joseph Chmelir, Esq.  

Evelyn Watts Cloninger, Esq.  

Stephen Harrison Coover, Esq.  

Deborah M.R. O’ Brien Daly, Esq.  

Robert A. Edwards II, Esq.  

Vicki Levy Eskin, Esq.  

 

 

Scott Bryan Miller, Esq.  

Michael Jason O’Neal, Esq.   

William Scott Orth, Esq. 

Douglas Wayne Oswald, Esq.  

Shivon Patel, Esq. 

Mandy Pavlakos, Esq.  

Thomas R Peppler, Esq. 

Robert Hunter Pflueger, Esq. 

 Neil Alan Saydah, Esq.                                                                      

Megan Cloninger Sladek, Esq.  

Christopher Sprysenski, Esq.   

Leslie S. Stewart, Esq.  

 Ashley Minnette Tennison, Esq.  

Michael Thomas Tricoli, Esq.  

Stephanie Lynne Vollrath, Esq. 

Tyrone Nathaniel Watson, Esq. 

Lori Wurtzel, Esq.  

John Michael Zawistowski, Esq. 

Karen Kay Estry, Esq.  

Debra Lynn Ferwerda, Esq.    

Robert Byron Fisher, Esq.  

Jennifer Carol Frank, Esq.  

John Gihon, Esq.  

Erin Lynette Greene, Esq.  

Stephanie Ann Griffin, Esq.  

Lisa Diane Haba, Esq.  

Melissa Martinez Hernandez, Esq.     

Steven Grant Horneffer, Esq. 

 Denisse Carolina Ilbaca, Esq. 

Jennifer Ann Jacobs, Esq. 

Amanda Regina Jacobson, Esq.    

 James Marcus Jones, Esq.  

 Norman David Levin, Esq.  

Jianyin Liu, Esq.  

Richard Louis Mamele, Esq.  

Christi Leigh McCullars, Esq.  

 

2018 Pro Bono Panel 
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 Gary Abriola, Esq.   

 Sandra Kia Ambrose, Esq.   

 Karen Clark Bankowitz, Esq.    

 Matthews Ryan Bark, Esq.   

 David Beers, Esq.   

 Brian B. Bolton, Esq.  

 Brooke Lacy Boltz, Esq.   

 Robert E. Bonner, Esq.  

 George Wallace Boring III, Esq.  

 Michael Bennett Brehne, Esq.  

 Tracy Duda Chapman, Esq.  

 Paul Henry Chipok, Esq.   

 Katherine Ann Christy, Esq.  

 William Troy Cochran, Esq.  

 Barbara Coenson, Esq.  

 Michael J. Cortes, Esq.  

 Dana Lynn Crosby-Collier, Esq.  

 Harris Neil Dvores, Esq.   

 Adriana M. de la Torre, Esq.  

 Maria Elsa Espinosa, Esq.   

 Debra Fields, Esq.   

 Robert Byron Fisher, Esq.  

 Richard Christopher Fox, Esq.  

 Nancy Sue Freeman, Esq.  

 Thomas Gene Freeman Jr., Esq.  

  

 

Attorneys Who Contributed  in Lieu of Service Donation 
 Ann Marie Gainey, Esq. 

Mary Ellen Gannon-McMurry, Esq.  

Ian L. Gilden, Esq.  

Ann Marie Giordano-Gilden, Esq.  

James Thomas Gordon, Esq.  

Rachel Anne Gorenflo, Esq.  

Nicole Guillet, Esq.  

Adam Anthony Haba, Esq.  

Brian Timothy Hanley, Esq.  

George Adam Helm III, Esq.  

Robert F. Hoogland, Esq.   

David Paul Hopstetter, Esq.  

John M. Iriye, Esq.  

Marc Jandy, Esq.  

Andrew John Jones, Esq.   

John Edward Jones, Esq.   

Ned N. Julian Jr., Esq.  

Gary Michael Kaleita, Esq.  

Mary Beth Kelly, Esq.  

Marcia Kay Lippincott, Esq.  

William J. McCabe, Esq.   

Bill McCollum, Esq.  

Sarah Hill McDonald, Esq.  

Martha Halliwell McIntosh, Esq.  

Silvia McLain, Esq.   

 

Scott Michael Miller, Esq.  

Amanda C. O’Dell, Esq.   

Linda Lu Parkinson, Esq.  

James Justice Partlow, Esq.  

Ellen Lorraine Patton, Esq.  

Lance Anthony Ragland, Esq.  

Christopher Stephen Reed, Esq.  

Guy Thomas Rizzo, Esq.  

Krista Riddick Rogers, Esq.  

Thomas Robert Rogers, Esq.  

William Glenn Roy Jr., Esq.  

Dominick Joseph Salfi, Esq.  

Cameron Elzey Shackelford, Esq.  

Judith Lynn Schlossberg, Esq.  

Kellye A. Shoemaker, Esq.  

Monte R. Shoemaker, Esq.  

Elaine Terry Silver, Esq.  

Stephanie Karen Stewart, Esq.  

Gregory Warren Stoner, Esq.  

Michael Thomas Tricoli, Esq.  

Brock E. Turk, Esq.  

Berry James Walker Jr., Esq.  

Deborah Gallagher Warner, Esq.  

Scot Daniel Warner, Esq.  

Abdullah Mamdouh Zeini, Esq.  

 

PRO BONO PROJECT 
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Olivia Garcia Nick Petrosino 

Mira Saad 

Hannah Jacobson 

Catalina Rodriguez Charles Richards Daniel Woodruff 

 

VOLUNTEERS AND INTERNS 

 

Shane Carlin—UCF, Kim Pottinger—Auburn, Rhiannon Riegel—Seminole State 

Dani Buckles Victoria Thacker 

Not Pictured: 
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Catalina Rodriguez conducting research concerning 
a Native American custody case. 

Hannah Jacobson finishing notes after an   
applicant  intake appointment.  

Charles Richards conducting a seminar concerning education 
law  for guardian  ad litems in the community room of  the 
Sheriff department.  

 

“My externship at Seminole County Legal Aid Society has 
been more than I could have ever hoped for.  Most of all, I 
have learned how to conduct myself in a professional,  
understanding manner towards our clients.”    
 
- Charles 

 

VOLUNTEERS AND INTERNS 

Law Students in action  
 

Law students join our team to help our staff attorneys provide legal assistance to the poor and the vulnerable 
in Seminole County.  
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ADVOCATES OF THE YEAR: Legal Education Team 

 Andrew is a partner in the law firm of Jacobson, Chmelir and Ferwerda where he         
primarily handles family law, criminal law (including federal criminal defense) and    
appellate matters.  During the past twenty-two years his volunteer work has included 
pro bono work for the Legal Aid Societies in both Orange and Seminole counties.  He 
has   participated in the VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance)  program, served as a    
guardian ad litem for numerous dependent children, advised and judged teen court 
cases, and represented indigent parties in contested  Seminole County dissolution of 
marriage proceedings  Additionally, throughout most of his adult life, Andrew has  
volunteered countless hours in some capacity related to youth football, baseball and 

basketball. This past year he had the pleasure of assisting individuals in the Sealing and Expungement Workshop 
at Goodwill located in Sanford, Florida.  

Aaron Baghdadi, Esq. 

After law school, Aaron Baghdadi started his career as an Assistant Public Defender for 
the 5th Judicial Circuit. After five and a half years, he left the Public Defender’s Office to 
go into private practice, where he currently handles State and Federal criminal cases at 
the trial level and on appeal. He currently handles private cases as well as federal court        
appointed cases through the Criminal Justice Act (CJA), as well as state appointed cases 
through the Justice Administration Committee (JAC). He is a member of the National       
Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers (NACDL), the Florida Association of Criminal    
Defense Lawyers (FACDL), and the Central Florida Association of Criminal Defense   
Lawyers (CFACDL). He has also volunteered with a number of groups for pro bono work. 
In law school and as an Assistant Public Defender, he volunteered with the teen court 
program, which encompasses high school kids volunteering with the legal system, as part 

of a diversion program to help juveniles facing criminal charges to get their cases dismissed after completing the 
program. He also volunteered with the Clemency Project 2014, which was a program to commute the sentences of 
defendant’s who received excessive sentences a long time ago to a sentence they would likely have received today. 
He is part of our Legal Education Team.  

Andrew Chmelir, Esq. 
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 Heidi A. Hillyer graduated from Barry University School of Law in 2015 with magna cum 
laude honors. Shortly after becoming licensed to practice law in Florida in 2015, she founded 
the law firm Heidi A. Hillyer, P.A. She has dedicated her law practice to representing plaintiffs 
in personal injury claims. Ms. Hillyer is a member of the  Florida Bar and the United States 
District Court, Middle District of Florida. She is also an active member of the Seminole County 
Bar Association, Orange County Bar  Association, Central Florida Trial Lawyers Association, 
and the Florida Justice  Association. Prior to practicing law, Ms. Hillyer held a successful     
career for over ten years as a project manager in the direct marketing industry in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Her success in direct marketing grew out of her strong commitment to her clients. 
Ms. Hillyer uses the same client-focused approach in her law practice. Attorney Hillyer has 

assisted the Seminole County Bar  Association Legal Aid Society by developing and presenting Sealing and             
Expungement Workshops held monthly at the Goodwill Job Connection Center in Sanford, Florida. 

 

 

ADVOCATES OF THE YEAR: Legal Education Team 

Heidi Hillyer, Esq. 

Debra Ferwerda, Esq. 

Robert Fisher graduated from the University of Florida Levin College of Law in 1979. He 
was very involved in the Seminole and Orange County Bar Associations and served as 
President of the Seminole County Bar Association in 1986. He is also a member of the  
National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers. He has served the Central Florida legal 
community in many capacities over the years, including as Assistant Public Defender,  
Assistant State Attorney and as partner for multiple law firms.  He is part of our Legal  
Education team.  

Robert Fisher, Esq. 

Debra L. Ferwerda was born and raised in Tampa, Florida. She earned a Bachelor of     
Science in Business Communications from Florida State University. She attended St. 
Thomas University School of Law in Miami, where she served on the Law Review and 
later graduated with honors with a Juris Doctor degree. Ms. Ferwerda is a well-respected 
Central Florida Divorce and Criminal Defense Attorney who has earned a reputation for 
her integrity and no-nonsense approach inside and outside of the courtroom. She gives 
all her cases the personalized attention they deserve and the hard work it takes to win. 
From 1996 to 1999, Ms. Ferwerda was an Assistant State Attorney for the Orange and 
Osceola County State Attorney’s office where she received extensive trial experience in 

Felony and Misdemeanor divisions prosecuting cases from DUI to Murder. In 1999, she resigned from the State      
Attorney’s office and became a founding member of Jacobson, Chmelir & Ferwerda where she now focuses on family 
law in addition to state and federal criminal defense. She is part of our Legal Education Team.  
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Michael T. Tricoli was raised in the Lake Mary area and graduated from the IB         
program at Seminole High School in May 2006. Michael graduated undergrad 
from Grinnell College in Iowa in December 2009, where he majored in History & 
Art History and started all 4 years for the football team, and graduated law school 
from University of Florida Levin College of Law in May 2014, where he was a 
member of the Trial Team. Michael worked as an assistant state attorney at the   
Office of the State Attorney for the 4th Judicial Circuit from August 2014 to March 
2017 and has since been working as an in-house counsel for ambulatory surgery 
centers in Florida and New Jersey. Michael is a member of the Florida Bar and New 
Jersey Bar. Michael enjoys spending time with his wife Kelsey, watching college 

football with his dog Cannoli, and preparing for his first child due in early 2019.  He is part of our Legal          
Education team.  

After graduating from University of Miami Law in ’77, I returned to Central Florida 
where I had attended Rollins. I worked with Alan Todd and Jim Files in Winter Park 
until State Attorney Doug Cheshire hired me in late ’78. I prosecuted in Sanford until 
late ’82, when I went into private practice sharing space with Blake Cheek. I attained 
Board   Certification in Criminal Trial Law in 1990 and maintained that distinction  
until I moved to Colorado in 2010. 
Since moving back to Florida I have practiced sporadically, the most satisfying of which 
having been on behalf of Legal Aid, assisting citizens seeking to clean up their records 
to enhance their job prospects. 
 
 

My favorite inspirational quote is the simple inscription that adorns the façade of our Supreme Court, “EQUAL      
JUSTICE UNDER LAW”.  

 

ADVOCATES OF THE YEAR: Legal Education Team 

Steven Horneffer, Esq. 

Michael Tricoli, Esq. 
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Gregg Johnson, Esq. 

 

PRO BONO SERVICE AWARD 

Nadine Brown, Esq. 

Gregg A. Johnson is an Of Counsel attorney with Garganese, Weiss, D’Agresta &         
Salzman, P.A. He focuses his practice in Landlord Tenant, Construction, Local              
Government Law and Litigation. Gregg previously worked at a private law firm           
primarily handling plaintiff’s medical malpractice cases and before that, as a             
Hillsborough County Senior Assistant Attorney, where he was responsible for              
construction related litigation as well as transactional work. He also served the          
Hillsborough County Public Transportation Commission as general counsel and primary 
litigation attorney. He was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1993, and is a graduate of the 
University of Houston Law Center (J.D.) where he participated in the John Black Moot 
Court Team, Hippard Mock Trial Team and Intellectual Property Students Organization. 
He is rated "AV" by Martindale-Hubbell. He is a regular volunteer at the Veteran’s clinic, 
where he assists veterans with a myriad of legal issues and his professionalism, 
knowledge and dedication are appreciated by the Vets and our Legal Aid office. 

Nadine Brown has been a resident of Seminole County, Florida since 2001 but grew up 
in South Florida after her family migrated to the United States in the late 1970’s. She is 
a graduate of the University of Florida where she earned a Bachelor’s in Political       
Science, African Studies and Spanish; her master’s degree in Latin American and     
Caribbean Studies; and her Juris Doctor degree with an emphasis in public interest 
law. She is widely traveled and enjoys a global perspective and professional life style. 
She began her career in Daytona Beach where she worked as the housing and        
consumer affairs attorney assisting low income residents of Volusia County at Central 
Florida Legal Services. She participated in various community outreach activities, but 
most enjoyed her work on the board of the Volusia County Coalition for the Homeless. 
She moved from Volusia to the greater Orlando Metro Area where she was the       

managing attorney for the Catholic Charities Immigration & Refugee Services Project. While there she actively         
participated in community outreach and worked with local grassroots community-based organizations. She is a single 
mother of two dedicated to serving her community and has done so faithfully throughout her career.  She provides pro 
bono full legal representation to abused women in family law cases.   
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PRO BONO SERVICE AWARD 

James Justice Partlow, Esq. 

Lynnette Paolucci graduated from FAMU College of Law in 2012 and was admitted 
to the Florida Bar in 2012.  Attorney Paolucci is also  a real estate appraiser for    
almost twenty years. Since late 2017, Attorney Paolucci has traveled to the legal aid 
office weekly to assist indigent applicants complete applications requesting legal 
services.  She is patient and empathetic.  She provides all applicants with valuable 
advice and  insights. Applicants often comments how much they enjoyed meeting 
with Attorney Paolucci.  We appreciate the professional  services that she has       
provided to our intake applicants.   

Lynnette Scrima Paolucci, Esq 

James J. “J.J.” Partlow was born and raised in Sanford, Florida, and graduated from 
Seminole High School. He went on to receive his B.S. degree (Cum Laude) from  
Florida State University in 1991 and his J.D. from Mississippi College School of Law, 
where he was a member of the Moot Court Board and the National Trial            
Competition Team. He was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1994, the United States 
Middle District in 1996, and was admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme 
Court in 1998. J.J. is a member of the Family Law Section of the Florida Bar, the 
Seminole County Bar Association (President, 2004; Family Law Section – Treasurer, 
1998; President of Legal Aid), the Volusia County Bar Association, and the Florida 

Bar. In 2002, he received the Florida Bar     President’s Pro Bono Service Award. He served as a Chairman of the 
18‑A Florida Bar Grievance Committee, is the  current Chairman of The Board of Trustees for Central Florida      
Regional Hospital in Sanford, FL, and is the Special  Master for the City of Debary Code Enforcement Board. J.J. was 
recognized by Florida Super Lawyers in both 2014 and 2015. He was also awarded the distinct honor of becoming a 
Kentucky Colonel in 2012.In addition to his years of practice in Family Law, J.J. has significant experience in the 
areas of probate and probate litigation. He has taken this experience and applied it to his practice in crafting wills, 
trusts, and other estate instruments.  He provides pro bono full legal representation to abused women in family law 
matters.  
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COMMUNITY PARTNER AWARD 

Investigator Dwayne Harris 

Dwayne Harris serves as an Investigator for the Seminole County Sheriff’s Office Domestic 
Violence Unit and has over 18 years of law enforcement experience. During this time, he 
has served in patrol, training, criminal investigations, and has service on the SWAT Team. 
For the last three years, Dwayne has served as the Chair of the Seminole County Domestic 
Violence Task Force and has helped to grow this partnership to include over 26             
governmental and private agencies. Working together, they have been able to provide   
educational and community-based events to raise awareness to the impact of domestic 
violence and assist victims and survivors. During his 18 years of law  enforcement service, 
Dwayne has been recognized for his community involvement, problem solving initiatives, 
and has been honored with life-saving and achievement awards. Along with his service in 
law enforcement, Dwayne is a licensed minister and has given himself to helping his  
community through faith based support programs for youth and has provided free    

training and stress management classes to law enforcement officers in Guatemala and abroad.          

Sheriff Dennis Lemma became Sheriff of Seminole County on January 3, 2017. Sheriff 
Lemma received an honorable discharge from the U.S. Marine Corps. He holds a      
Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal Justice Administration from Columbia College, a Master’s 
Degree in Administrative Leadership from the University of Oklahoma, and is a graduate 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation National Academy in Quantico, Virginia. He also 
attended the Florida Department of Law Enforcement’s Chief Executive Institute in     
Tallahassee, Florida.  Sheriff Lemma began his career with the Sheriff’s Office in 1992 as 
a Correctional Officer and was selected as a Deputy Sheriff four years later. He served as 
a School Resource Deputy and a Crimes Against Children Investigator before receiving a 
promotion to Sergeant of the Special Operations Section in 2002. Four years later, he 
was promoted to Lieutenant in the Community Services Division where he managed the 

agency’s crime prevention efforts, served as the Public Information Officer, and coordinated programs to assist the  
elderly and domestic violence victims.  In 2008, Sheriff Lemma was promoted to Captain and tasked with management 
of the uniformed patrol division, property crime investigations, traffic safety and code enforcement. In 2011, he was 
appointed to Major of the Department of Neighborhood Policing. In this role, he oversaw the operation of five divisions 
including uniformed patrol, Special Operations, Juvenile Enforcement and Intervention, Public Affairs and Community 
Services. In 2014, he was appointed to Chief Deputy where he led operational and administrative functions for more 
than 1,200 members of the Sheriff’s Office.  Sheriff Lemma and his wife, Diana, have two wonderful sons, Dylan and 
Dayne.  Sheriff Lemma’s leadership in protecting victims of domestic violence is being recognized at the event.  

Sheriff  Dennis M. Lemma 
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London Rotundo 

 

“You give but little when you give of your possessions. It is when you give of yourself that you truly 
give.” — Kahlil Gibran, The Prophet 

  London Rotundo has called Central Florida home for nearly his entire life. 
Growing up with two other siblings on a citrus grove in Osceola County taught 
him first hand that hard work pays off. He graduated  locally from Harmony 
High School and Valencia College, and earned his Bachelor’s degree with High 
Honors from Keiser University. While    attending Keiser University, he began 
interning with Senator Marco   Rubio’s Orlando office, focusing on constituent 
services. Soon after, he joined the Senator’s staff full time to assist veterans   
seeking assistance with the Veterans Administration. During this time, he was 

named a Leaders Fellow with one of Florida’s premier free-market think tanks, The James Madison Institute.      
London now provides outreach assistance to constituents by helping bring the Senator’s office to local communities 
through “Mobile Office Hours”. The program collaborates with various organizations and cities to offer easier     
access to the Senator’s office and helps constituents navigate the complexities of ALL federal agencies. London is 
honored and humbled to help serve the people of Florida and looks forward to growing alongside Central Florida. 
London and his mobile office is a regular at the Veteran’s clinic and we appreciate his presence there to further 
help our United States Veterans. 

 

COMMUNITY PARTNER AWARD 

Sergeant Shannon Seiple 

Sergeant Shannon Seiple supervises six sworn investigators (two elder services              
investigators and four domestic violence investigators) and an investigative analyst. She 
has been employed with the Sheriff’s Office over fifteen years. Sergeant Seiple holds a 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degree in Criminal Justice from Florida International           
University. For the past 12 years, Sergeant Seiple has been responsible for conducting 
mental health training for the Sheriff’s Office and the municipal law enforcement 
agencies within Seminole County. She has also assisted training numerous agencies 
across the state to  implement their own crisis intervention teams. In addition to her 
duties at with the Sheriff’s Office, Sergeant Seiple is an instructor for the Basic Law  
Enforcement Academy at Seminole State College and Valencia Community College. She 

is certified to teach the basic  curriculum, Defensive Tactics, and Vehicle Operations. She has also instructed for the 
Florida Attorney General’s  Office on mental health and the aging issues. 
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COMMUNITY PARTNER AWARD 

Pam Bondi  
(Victims of  Crime Act (VOCA) 

Assistance Grants 

 
The federal VOCA assistance grant program offers funding to local community 
providers for use in responding to the emotional, physical and legal needs of 
crime victims, assisting victims in stabilizing their lives after their victimization, 
helping victims to understand and participate in the criminal justice system, and 
providing victims with a measure of safety and security.  
 
The Florida Attorney General's Division of Victim Services not only serves as an 
advocate for crime victims and victims' rights, it also administers a compensation 
program to ensure financial assistance for innocent victims of crime. As part of 

its responsibility, the division also notifies victims of the status of any appellate decisions regarding their cases. 
Injured crime victims may be eligible for financial assistance for medical care, lost income, mental health services,  
funeral expenses and other out-of-pocket expenses directly related to the injury. If needed, they can also be referred to 
support organizations within their home area. 
 
The Florida’s Attorney General, has been a relentless champion of justice and has worked tirelessly to protect the rights 
and safety of Floridians. 

The promotion of family continuity and stability is a legitimate state interest. 
—Pam Bondi 
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Seminole County attorney Chris Sprysenski is the founder of 
Christopher M. Sprysenski, P.A. A Central Florida  native,     
Attorney Sprysenski grew up in Lake Mary,  Florida,  attending 
Lake Mary Elementary, Greenwood Lakes Middle and Lake 
Mary High School. Attorney Sprysenski fell in love with the 
small town intimacy of the  Seminole and Orange County  
communities, and one way or another he would help Orlando’s 
families as a part of his career. From his early years, Attorney 
Sprysenski knew that advocacy was in his heart. An active 
member of his grade school debate programs, Attorney      

Sprysenski learned early on that there are always “two sides” to every issue. Graduating from the University of    
Florida with a degree in Decision and Information Sciences, Attorney Sprysenski spent his early career in Atlanta, 
Georgia providing business consulting services to Fortune 500 companies with Pricewaterhouse Coopers, IBM and 
Aon Hewitt. After spending time in the corporate world, Attorney Sprysenski pursued his life long dream of           
attending law school, self financing his education by working full time while attending law school. Attending the 
Barry University Dwayne O. Andreas School of Law, he earned “book” awards recognizing the highest grade in his 
section for Legal   Research and Writing, Lawyers & Social Justice, and Conflicts of Law. After graduating law school 
in 2009, Attorney Sprysenski began practicing for five years as a Seminole County attorney with a boutique law firm 
focused on helping businesses and families with their litigation needs. Attorney Sprysenski is the  president of the 
board of directors of the Seminole County Bar Association Legal Aid Society.  He has  provided inspiring and          
exemplary leadership and counsel to the organization.  His dedication,  professionalism and work ethic is admired by 
all in the organization. 

 

PRESIDENT AWARD 

Christopher Sprysenski, Esq. 

The practice of law requires both continuity and growth - a deep understanding of legal principles born of 
reason, tradition, and experience and tested by time, but also a mind alert to present needs and the future 
consequences of public and private legal decisions. 

—Diane S. Sykes 

http://www.ufl.edu/
http://www.ufl.edu/
http://www.pwc.com/
http://www.ibm.com/us-en/?lnk=m
http://www.aon.com/human-capital-consulting/
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Christopher Sprysenski, J.D. 

Vice President Julianna Groot J.D. 

Thomas G. Freeman Jr, J.D. 

Nancy Freeman J.D. 

  Matthew Scott Ballou 

  Maria Espinosa, J.D.

  Steven Kramer, J.D.

  Robert McIntosh, J.D. 

  Michael Adam Sasso J.D. 

 Deborah Warner, J.D. 

 

2018 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Commissioner Pam Carroll 
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Silvia McLain, Esq. Charity Steinbach 
Executive Director Paralegal / IT Specialist 

 
Sue Selsky, Esq. Denice Garza 
Staff Attorney Florida Registered Paralegal 

 
Yvonne Alonso, Esq. Renee Martinez 
Staff Attorney Florida Registered Paralegal 

 
Stephanie Circosta, Esq. Ashley Malloy 
Staff Attorney Paralegal 

 
Carolina Hernandez Barbara Carpenter 
Pro Bono Coordinator Intake Coordinator 

 
Erin Roche Filip Georgievski 
Intake Assistant Intake/IT  Assistant 

 
Janice Blachstein 
Bookkeeper 

 

 
      “The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.” 

— Mahatma Gandhi 

 

OFFICE STAFF 
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2018 EVENT SPONSORS 

Presenting Sponsor-$5,000 

Glacial-$1,000 
Bryant & Lynn Applegate 

Christopher Sprysenski, Esq. 
Vickaryous Law Firm 

Frosty-$500 
Alpizar Law Firm, LLC 

Bounds Law Group 
Silvia McLain, Esq.  
Saydah Law Firm 

Warner and Warner. P.L. 

Yvonne Alonso, Esq. 
Beers and Gordon P.A. 

Adriana De la Torre, Esq.  
Honorable Judge Alan Dickey  

 Sherry and Frank Eisele 
Maria Espinosa, Esq. 
Nancy Freeman, Esq, 

Ann Marie Giordano Gilden, Esq. 
Jacobson, Chmelir & Ferwerda 

Law Offices of Peter Shapiro & Jonathan D. Wilson 
Elaine Silver, Esq. 

 Cool-$150 
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EVENT SPONSORS 

Bryant & Lynn  

Applegate  
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THANK YOU TO  
ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS 

-Silvia McLain 

Adriana M. de la Torre 

 

(866) 205-4014  ext. 2 

www.dltlawoffice.com Honorable   
Alan A. Dickey 
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Eisele 

Sherry and Frank 
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Steven and Amber  
Kramer 

Sue Selsky 

Renee Martinez 

 

EVENT DONORS 

Doug Bringle 

David Lee Cumbie 
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EVENT DONORS 

Orlando Flag Center 

Robert McIntosh 

Stephanie Circosta 

Cameron E. Shackelford 

Ken McIntosh 




