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Working Together For Justice 

As another year comes to a close, I again have the distinct pleasure of prepar-
ing this annual update and report. I was humbled, when my peers on the 
Seminole County Bar Association Legal Aid Society Board, recommended my 
continued role as President of the Board.  In my case the role of President is 
more ceremonial and signatory than practical.  If not for the men and wom-
en who serve on the Board with me our accomplishments could not happen.  
Ms. McLain and her staff are the heart and soul of the Legal Aid Society in 
Seminole County and we, the Board, have the privilege of collaborating with 
them to realize our goals.   

This year, Ms. McLain and her staff, as well as the many attorneys who pro-
vide Pro Bono work assisted one thousand forty families with necessary legal services.  Eighty one Pro Bono attorneys 
provided work on one hundred twenty two cases.  In addition, Legal Aid staff attorneys and Pro Bono attorneys pre-
sented more than seventy seminars or training sessions on a variety of legal issues to the members of our community.  
I extend my thanks and respect to the men and women responsible for these necessary services.  
 

In addition, we have expanded our Veterans project this year by collaborating with United Way in a program called 
Mission United.  As a result we have assisted 63 veterans this past year with various legal needs.  An example of one 
such story is Robert, an elderly, army veteran and Seminole County resident.  He has, in recent years, struggled to 
make his mortgage payments as a result of varying health issues and loss of employment.  Recently, Robert has secured 
employment and is now able to resume making his regular payments, however his lender refuses to work with 
him.  Without the savings to reinstate his mortgage,  Robert had no option but to file for bankruptcy. Despite his filing 
and the automatic stay requirements of the federal bankruptcy code, his lender proceeded with a foreclosure sale of 
his homestead property.  Shortly thereafter and unbeknownst to Robert, the subsequent purchaser, requested and   
received a 24 hour writ of possession requiring Robert immediately vacate his home.  Desperate for assistance and 
confused by the process, Robert contacted Seminole County Legal Aid for help. Within hours of contacting our office, 
Robert met with a staff attorney and received assistance in successfully setting aside or vacating the 24 hour writ of 
possession, allowing Robert to remain in his home while working with his lender in the bankruptcy setting. Robert 
may now be provided the opportunity to save his home through a modification program. This is just one of the more 
than one thousand examples of the work being done by our Legal Aid   Society.   
 

I am proud to report that due to the diligence of our staff and volunteers we were chosen for the 2016 General     
Practice, Solo & Small Firm Section’s “L. Michael Roffino Pro Bono Award”.  This award comes with a  monetary prize 
which the Legal Aid Society will put back to work for the members of our community.   
Thank you again for your continued support and encouragement.  

President’s Page by: Major Scott Ballou 

Matthew Scott Ballou 
Major, Seminole County Sheriff’s Office 
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Mission and Achievements 
It has been a great year for Seminole County Bar Association Legal Aid Society; we are proud to announce that we are the 2016 
winner of the General Practice, Solo & Small Firm’s section’s “L. Michael Roffino Pro Bono Award” for providing outstanding         
service to our Seminole County veterans in need of legal advocacy. 
 

Seminole County Bar Association Legal Aid Society set out in 1975 to provide free, quality fundamental legal rights to low      
income, economically-disadvantaged residents of Seminole County. We are proud to be celebrating 40 years.  
    

Our Staff and Pro-bono Program, in partnerships with local attorneys, legal professionals, volunteer law and college students, 
dedicated support staff, laypersons, and strong leadership of a devoted board of directors, work together to improve quality of 
life and  enhance self-sufficiency of the people we serve each and every day.  
 

Seminole County residents with incomes at or below 125% of the Federal Poverty Level are financially  eligible for our legal   
services. Priority is given to qualified individuals/families that have an urgent legal problem, which if not addressed, could result 
in a substantial deterioration in living conditions. These conditions can vary from a loss of income or housing to the deteriora-
tion of safety as a consequence of domestic violence, abuse or neglect. 
 

As a result of these collaboration, Seminole County Legal Aid is able to provide free legal assistance in various areas of the law 
such as family, housing, employment, bankruptcy, guardianship of the disabled and incapacitated, immigration, juvenile, elder, 
foreclosure and consumer. 
 

Our program is funded by the generous contributions of our volunteer attorneys, Seminole County, Heart of Florida United Way, 
the Florida Bar Foundation, Ryan Foundation, Harper Family Charitable Foundation, Galloway Foundation, City of Altamonte 
Springs, office of the Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi  and numerous State and private Grants.  
 

Through our combined efforts this past fiscal year, Seminole County Bar Association Legal Aid Society was able to serve 1,040 
families, which included 1,396 children, with their legal needs. We obtained $318,810.24 in child support and other support 
court ordered to sustain needy families. An estimated $236,670 in service, were donated by volunteer attorneys through our pro 
bono legal services program and $28,140 was contributed in lieu of service donations. 
 

We are grateful for our 2015 community partners, attorneys, staff, and volunteers who share                                                      
our desire to promote access to justice for those in our community who cannot afford legal                                                          
representation. Thank you for helping us achieve our vision and   mission.                                                                                       

We look forward to the new year and ask you to join us and support our mission.  



Domestic Violence Project 

In 2014, 106,882 crimes of domestic violence were reported to Florida law enforcement agencies 
resulting in 64,460 arrests. Florida Department of Law enforcement reports, for 2014, that there 
existed 2,313 incidents of domestic violence in Seminole County (including three murders and 
thirteen incidents of rape). About 80% of  domestic violence incidents go unreported.    

 

 

An estimated 60,000 adults are victimized annually in Central Florida 
along with the tab associated with domestic violence including judicial, 
child abuse, medical and mental health care is more than $226 million 
annually in Central Florida. In 2015, Seminole County Legal Aid assisted 
125 adult victims including 175 children, more than double from last 
year.   

 

The often unseen cost of domestic violence is its impact on young children. Children from abusive 
homes live in fear and often suffer emotional and behavioral problems. As a result, they perform 
poorly in school and are much more likely than other children to abuse drugs and alcohol and to 
drop out of school. To help break this cycle of violence, Legal aid provides aggressive                  
representation in  obtaining injunctions for victims with young children.   

  

Seminole County Community Division, Ryan Foundation, and Galloway Foundation provide fund-
ing for this vital service to the community. 

Working Together for Justice 
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Attorneys Fighting for Seriously Ill Children 
A child’s serious illness is among the most heart wrenching crisis parents ever face. At the same time they cope with 
their family’s fears and suffering, they must also struggle with the financial and legal burdens that often result from a 
child’s illness.   
 

In 2013, an attorney who understood firsthand what a family with a seriously ill child goes through asked  Legal Aid to 
develop a program to help families like his. He believed that  attorneys could help comfort and stabilize these stricken 
parents by  offering legal advice to parents on the issues unique them, such as resolving coverage disputes with         
insurance companies; handling government paperwork for financial assistance; offering consumer debt counseling   
and  bankruptcy representation.  
 

Case Highlight 

Timmy was referred to the Legal Aid staff attorney for assistance to obtain comprehensive services and support from the 
Agency for Persons with Disabilities, a statewide Agency that assists Floridians with specified illnesses as defined by  
Florida Statute 393.    
 

Timmy is a 5 year old boy  living in a medical foster care home.  He came to the State’s foster care system when he  was  
only 3 years old, when he sustained significant brain damage in a near drowning accident at his parents’ home. The 
parents of Timmy had a history of interaction with the dependency system, including drug use during the  mother’s      
pregnancy, allegations of extensive drug use of  Timmy s father including misuse of prescription drugs, cocaine  use, 
and substance abuse by both parents. There were allegations that the father kept weapons, including assault rifles     
under Timmy’ s bed. The home was in deplorable condition, with insect infestations and rotting food.  In Timmy’s early 
years, he was subjected to frequent removal from his parents’ custody.  In one incident, his parents were arrested due to 
neglect and abuse.  The parents took steps to rehabilitate themselves  and complied with court directives, and pursuant 
to the law, the children were placed back into their parents’ care.    
 

Not long after reunification, Timmy was playing in the back yard of his home unsupervised with his older                 
sibling, which had a pool.  The screen around the pool had several large holes in it where the children could get 
through. The parents were in the home at the time. Little Timmy slipped into the pool, while playing, and his mother 
found him face down in the pool. The Father started CPR, and Timmy was transported to the hospital with a pulse, but 
he could not breathe on his own.  Timmy was discharged from the hospital after a month, and he has been in a medical 
foster care home ever since.   Timmy has extensive damage to his brain and he is nonverbal, unable to work or move his 
body, and does not have regulatory  functions.  It is unknown if his condition will ever improve.   
 

The staff attorney applied for APD benefits for Timmy, and submitted all the appropriate paperwork.   Timmy’s         
application was approved and he is eligible to receive services and support, which he will surely need for the rest of his 
life.           
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Bethany was born with a developmental disability; cerebral palsy. She is non-verbal but is very social and inter-
acts with her bubbly personality. She laughs and enjoys people around her. She is bound by a wheel-chair, fed 
through a feeding tube, and requires total care. She is totally dependent upon the care of someone for all of her 
daily needs from personal care to  mobility within her living area. Bethany attended a local High School. and 
when her special needs teacher told Bethany's family that they would no longer be able to make decisions for her 
because she would be turning 18 years of age, they reached out for help. Both of Bethany's parents are missionar-
ies and did not have the funds to consult an attorney so they reached out to their place of employment .They were 
advised to contact the Child Advocacy Project at the Seminole County Legal Aid Society.  
 

Bethany's parents were accepted by the project and received  legal  assistance in establishing guardianship for  
Bethany to  secure and   protect their daughter. Bethany      
graduated from a local H.S. and  continues to receive physical 
and  occupational therapy. Each year the project helps Bethany's 
parents file  annual plans to update the court as to Bethany's 
overall  well -being. Bethany is pictured below. "This is Bethany's        
favorite position" says her mom“ laying backward in her          
recliner.  For some  reason it relieves her stress and she will lay 
there contentedly as long  as  someone else is in the room." “She 
only  complains when we get her up.” 

Many families with disabled children are already struggling financially, and hiring a private attorney, which 
could cost   thousands of dollars,  is not an option.  Some confused parents simply don't go through with the 
guardianship process, which could pose many problems, especially in medical emergencies. A natural parent [of 
an adult) does not have the legal rights to make medical decisions. 
 

In 2015, Legal Aid has helped 6 families establish guardianship for their disabled children and filed more than 
one hundred annual guardianship reports with the court. These children have been diagnosed a disability such as 
Autism,  Cerebral palsy, Spina bifida, Prader-Willi syndrome, Intellectual disabilities or Down syndrome. When 
the child turns 18 years of age, the  parent needs legal assistance to obtain guardianship so they can  continue to 
make decisions for the child. Harper Family Charitable Foundation assists with the funding of the  Disabled     
Children Advocacy Project. We also assisted in revising the Guardian Advocate Guide and self help forms pub-
lished on the 18th judicial website.  

Disabled Child Legal Advocacy Project 

Working Together for Justice 
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Mission United Project 

Mission United is a collective effort that addresses the complicated and fragmented systems for 
veteran services currently in place. It is a community collaboration that serves as a central    
contact for veterans to access community support, ensuring that service members and their   
families are never more than two steps from the help they need. Mission United identifies gaps 
and creates systemic change in the areas of legal assistance, employment and education. 

 Nationwide, there are 21.8 million military        
veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces as of 2014. 
 Families face unique stressors and issues when a 
loved one has been deployed and returns home. 
 44% of veterans who served after 9/11 report   
difficulty readjusting to civilian life. 
 Veterans report difficulties finding employment, accessing and completing education and 
securing and maintaining stable housing. 
24% of post-9/11 veterans are unemployed. 
 

Charles, a disabled veteran, applied for services with assistance in modifying the timesharing 
and child support provisions of his Final Judgment of Divorce.  When the Court established both 
timesharing and child support, Charles was on active duty with the US military and therefore 
was given unspecified timesharing and was required to pay support based upon an elevated rate 
of pay.  Since being honorably discharged from the military and suffering injury while serving, 
Charles has been unable to secure employment compensating him at the rate he enjoyed while 
serving. Additionally, Charles's former wife has routinely denied or dictated what timesharing, if 
any, he may enjoy with their young child.  Frustrated, Charles applied for services with Seminole 
County Legal Aid.   
 

Charles was immediately provided assistance with the complex pleadings required to              
domesticate and modify his out of state divorce decree.  As a result of Seminole County Legal 
Aid’s assistance, Charles is on his way to establishing a specific, regular timesharing schedule 
with his child and reducing his support to a fair and appropriate amount.  This year, we have 
assisted 63 Veterans with their legal issues.  
 

 Working Together for Justice 
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Case Summary:  Ms. Star is an 81 year old disabled widow of a World War II 
veteran who lives in Sanford, Florida.  She is on a fixed income and has lived  
in the same home that she raised her family in for over half a century.   She      
refinanced her home several years ago, and then became unable to pay the 
mortgage, despite help from family and friends. She and her son came to our 
office seeking help against a foreclosure action.  The staff attorney worked 
with Ms. Star and her son to obtain a loan modification on her mortgage. The 
staff attorney appeared in court on behalf of Ms. Star several times, and also 

helped her son with filling out the loan modification documents, and making sure the modification documents were sent on 
time to the lender. In January of 2015, the plaintiff/lender wanted to proceed to a final hearing to sell the home.  However, Ms. 
Star was still being considered for a loan modification and the staff attorney was able to stop the foreclosure sale. The plaintiff’s 
attorney agreed to dismiss the foreclosure case, and Ms. Star has been able to permanently modify her mortgage to an affordable 
payment and keep the home she has lived in for over 50 years. Both she and her son were extremely grateful to Legal Aid for 
helping her save their  home.  

A Place to Call Home 
Housing Legal Advocacy Project 

According to a study recently released by the Federal Government, Orange, Seminole, and Osceola Counties combined rank  
second for both the total number of homeless people and for the total number of homeless veterans. 

The goal of the A Place to Call Home Project is to achieve housing security for Seminole County’s low-income residents by 
providing legal assistance to help resolve a housing problem or dispute that threatens  families loss of their home. 

In 2015, Legal Aid represented 239 individuals and families who faced the loss of their homes. The effects of mortgage           
foreclosure and eviction extend far beyond the individuals who lose their homes. The costs include increased crime and      
neighborhood blight, along with reduced property values and tax revenue. Homelessness affects approximately 30,000           
people in Central Florida each year. Furthermore, each chronically homeless person in Central Florida costs the community 
roughly $31,000 a year. The price tag covers the salaries of law-enforcement officers to arrest and transport homeless            
individuals, largely for nonviolent offenses such as trespassing, public intoxication or sleeping in parks, as well as the cost        
of  jail stays, emergency-room visits and hospitalization for medical and psychiatric issues. It also profoundly affects children.           
A recent study shows that 40% of homeless children were still suffering from developmental and mental concerns a year       
after they were rehoused. 

Homelessness has an adverse effect on children’s educational progress because of problems relating to accessing schools,       
attendance, and the isolation that children can feel due to their circumstances. Evidence suggests that homeless children tend   
to have lower academic achievements which can increase the likelihood of insecure or low-paid jobs or unemployment in the 
future. Legal assistance in housing cases levels the playing field and encourages parties to work together to save the home, 
maintain community stability and reach a more favorable outcome for all parties. 
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Legal Education & Community 
Relations Project 

This past fiscal year, we have partnered and coordinated our efforts with various organizations 
and  community groups to meet the ever growing needs of our community’s most vulnerable     
citizens. Collaborating with these organizations and Pro Bono lawyers enhances our ability to serve 
the legal needs of the low income residents’ of Seminole County. There were a total of 71            
educational seminars or staff presentations conducted this fiscal year.  The following are a few   
examples: 
 Christian HELP: Every month, our staff attorneys make legal education presentations to the  

Central Florida Job initiative project to help participants overcome legal issues that can           
deter their ability to find employment. 

 Habitat of Humanity: Every quarter, one of our pro bono attorneys makes a presentation for 
participants about legal issues that can deter home ownership.  

 Mission United: A community collaboration in connection with Heart of Florida United Way to 
serve our veterans and assist them and their families for the help they need.. Attorneys assisted 
63 Seminole  County veterans were rendered legal assistance this fiscal year. 

 Special Education Law: Attorneys provided training: on Special Education Law in Dependency 
Matters to our staff. 

 Goodwill Industries: Every quarter, our pro bono attorneys provide a legal presentation on      
expungement of a crime to help participants find employment.  

  Identity Theft Our pro bono attorneys and staff attorneys provided a presentation to senior    
citizens about the importance of protecting themselves against identity theft to assist vulnerable 
elderly residents of Seminole County. 77 elderly residents were assisted this fiscal year  

 Guardian Ad Litem: Attorneys represent foster care children as attorney ad litem. 
 Seminole County Child Abuse Task Force: Employees attend monthly taskforce meetings. 
 Seminole County Domestic Violence Task Force:  Staff attorney, Yvonne Alonso participates in 

the Taskforce comprised of victim advocates, assistant state attorneys, law enforcement, and  
employees of domestic violence shelter.  

 Seminole County Human Trafficking Task Force: Staff Attorney, Sue 
Selsky participates in quarterly meetings to address the issue of       
Human Trafficking in central Florida. 
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Access to Justice 

For the population to access justice, they must understand their rights and the means for claiming 
them. It comes as no surprise that thousands of low-income individuals and families who live in    
Seminole County, attempt to deal with difficult legal problems on their own. To them, access to justice 
is elusive, or worse, unattainable. Seminole County Legal Aid Society’s mission is to serve those who are 
impoverished, who face real problems each and every day. 
* Families facing the loss of their home to foreclosure 
* An abused mother and child needing protection 
* A disabled veteran facing eviction. 
* A parent of an 18 year old disabled child who needs        

assistance obtaining guardianship. 
*   A child needing financial support 
  
    
Case Highlight: 
Susan is a native Floridian and lifetime Seminole County resident.  She currently lives in Oviedo, caring 
for her elderly mother.  Unable to work full time, Susan depends on rental income she receives from a 
home left to her by her Father.  This home has been in her family for more than 45 years, during which 
it had not been mortgaged. Upon receiving a foreclosure complaint on this rental property, Susan   was 
confused and upset.  Unable to understand how a mortgage had been taken out on property owned by 
her Father’s estate to which she’d paid property taxes since his death in 1991. Upon contacting our 
office for assistance, Susan was immediately assigned to a staff attorney who discovered the mortgage 
had been fraudulently conveyed. The mortgage documents purported that Susan’s Father had conveyed 
the property to an unknown individual 17 years after his death. Eventually and after much litigation, 
Susan obtained a dismissal of the foreclosure action with prejudice, preventing a future foreclosure on 
this fraudulently conveyed mortgage. Susan continues to rent this property, allowing her the ability to 
remain at home caring for her elderly mother. 
  

                                      "The best thing about the future is that it comes one day at a time”     

                                                                       Abraham Lincoln           

Closed Cases - Fiscal Year 2015: 
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Pro Bono Project 

 Volunteer Attorneys donated over 676.2 hours valued at approximately $236,670 to 
render legal aid to the impoverished in Seminole County. These services include      
advice and counsel, pro se assistance and legal representation in court.  

 Volunteer Attorneys contributed $28,140 to the legal aid program representing in lieu 
of  service donations. 

 Volunteer Attorneys provided legal services to 122 low-income families in Seminole 
County.  

 Volunteer Attorneys conducted 6 educational seminars and contributed 24 hours,  
including Habitat for Humanity, Expunction workshops in partnership with Goodwill.  

 
Pro Bono Family Law Legal Advice Clinic: 
We have established a weekly family law advice clinic at the legal aid  office    located in 
historic Longwood. At this clinic, low-income residents of Seminole County are provided 
legal advice or brief legal services at no cost by pro bono attorneys.  
  

  
“We make a living by what we do, but we make a life by what we give.”  

 - Winston Churchill  
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The individuals learn how to enforce child support or 
draft parenting plans or receive instructions          
concerning the correct manner to complete pro se 
pleadings by using the family law forms adopted by 
the Florida Supreme Court. Approximately 12         
individuals receive this valuable service each month. 
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Pro Bono Attorneys Working with Citizens in 

Conjunction with Meals on Wheel, etc. 

Pro Bono Attorney, workshop  

Seniors are a growing and vital segment of our  community. Our Elder Legal Advocacy project  seeks to protect seniors. 
The goal is to preserve the quality of life of senior citizens, enhance their  independence by providing legal advice and 
help to defend their legal rights to preserve their respected place in the community. This fiscal year, alone our project has 
focused on the issue of Identity Theft. Seminole County Legal Aid in connection with Meals on Wheels Etc. collaborated 
with Department of Elder Affairs and the Attorney Generals office to provide  educational information to provide a one 
day workshop where over 50 seniors received information on protecting their  identity.  

According to a USA Today article published April 28, 2015, it states that “Florida reported 37,059 identity theft    
complaints, or 186.3 per 100,000 people, each the largest figures by far of any state.”  Each year the numbers increase 
of those citizens in our community who are most vulnerable. 36 percent of individuals at 50 years of age and older 
are victims of ID Theft. 



J. Manuel Acevedo, Esq. 
Brett Anthony, Esq. 
Bryant Applegate, Esq. 
Aaron Baghdadi, Esq. 
Patricia Baldwin, Esq. 
Laura Ballard, Esq. 
Beth Banerjee, Esq. 
David Barden, Esq. 
Christine Barrett, Esq. 
Marie Benjamin, Esq. 
Joseph Birch, Esq. 
Neal Blaher, Esq. 
Francis Brink, Esq. 
Nadine Brown, Esq. 
Randy Bryan, Esq. 
Susan Buhring, Esq. 
Carsandra Buie, Esq. 
Karl Burgunder, Esq. 
Leonard Cabral, Esq. 
Joanna Caccioppoli, Esq. 
Barbara Caldwell, Esq. 
Shannon Campbell, Esq. 
Delton Chen, Esq. 
Andrew Chmelir, Esq. 
Evelyn Cloninger, Esq. 
Barbara Coenson, Esq. 
Stephen Coover, Esq. 
Clarence Counts, Esq. 
Heather Culp, Esq. 
Timothy Dave, Esq. 
Bradley Davis, Esq.  
Vicky Levy Eskin, Esq. 
Karen Estry, Esq. 
William Fernandez, Esq.  
Samuel Filler II, Esq. 
Robert Fisher, Esq. 

Jennifer Frank, Esq. 
John Gihon, Esq. 
Ann Marie Gilden, Esq. 
Donna Goerner, Esq. 
Stephanie Gomez, Esq. 
Rachel Gorenflo, Esq. 
Erin Greene, Esq. 
Adam Haba, Esq. 
Minh Han, Esq.  
Kelly Hedum, Esq. 
Keith Hill, Esq. 
John Iriye, Esq. 
Amanda Jacobson, Esq. 
Thomas Janke, Esq. 
James Keeter, Esq. 
Steve Kramer, Esq. 
Steven Laurence, Esq. 
Michael Leetzlow, Esq. 
Richard Leigh, Esq. 
Justin Leise, Esq. 
Norman Levin, Esq. 
Carmen Love, Esq. 
John Mahaffey, Esq. 
Richard Mamele, Esq. 
Joseph Mancuso, Esq. 
Winston McClean, Esq. 
Robert McIntosh, Esq. 
Mark McMillan, Esq. 
Michael Merrill, Esq. 
James Miller, Esq. 
Laura Moffett, Esq. 
Steven Nauman, Esq. 
Deborah O’Brien, Esq. 
Brittany O’Neil, Esq. 
William Orth, Esq. 
Douglas Oswald, Esq. 

James Partlow, Esq. 
Shivon Patel, Esq. 
Mandy Pavlakos, Esq. 
Thomas Peppler, Esq. 
Andrea Perkins, Esq. 
Linda Phipps, Esq. 
Michael Presutti, Esq. 
Lisa Ramsey, Esq. 
Keven Ross-Andino, Esq. 
Taras Rudnitsky, Esq. 
Anjali Sareen, Esq. 
Neil Saydah, Esq. 
Justin Seekamp, Esq. 
Debra Simms, Esq. 
Megan Sladek, Esq. 
Marlon Smikle, Esq. 
Craig Sonner, Esq. 
Kimberly Soto, Esq. 
Chris Sprysenski, Esq. 
Ric Stanley, Esq. 
Joseph Stella, Esq. 
Michael Tierney, Esq. 
Jonathan Torres, Esq. 
Raymond Traendly, Esq. 
Arlene Vellon, Esq. 
Stephanie Vollrath, Esq. 
Deborah Warner, Esq. 
Scot Warner, Esq. 
Tamesha Watson, Esq. 
Richard Weisberg, Esq. 
William Wieland, Esq. 
Stephanie Woods, Esq. 
Lori Wurtzel, Esq. 
Ben Zaeri, Esq. 
Philip Zyne, Esq. 

Attorneys participating in                     
Pro Bono Panel 2015 
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                   Attorneys who Contributed 
                  in Lieu of  Service donation 

Gary Abriola, Esq. 
Sandra Ambrose, Esq.  
Matthews Bark, Esq. 

David Beers, Esq.  
Terry Bledsoe, Esq.  
Joseph Blitch, Esq.  
Brian Bolton, Esq.  

Robert Bonner, Esq.  
Michael Brehne, Esq.  

Jonathan Bukowski, Esq.  
Tracy Chapman, Esq.  
Zachary Cheek, Esq.  

Katherine Christy, Esq.  
Barbara Coenson, Esq.  
Richard Copeland, Esq.  

Michael Cortes, Esq.  
Michael Crofts, Esq.  

Michael De Filippo, Esq.  
Beth DeSimone, Esq. 
Harris Dvores, Esq.  

Maria Espinosa, Esq.  
Nicholas Evangelo, Esq.  

Debra Fields, Esq.  
Robert Fisher, Esq.  
Jordan Fosky, Esq. 
Richard Fox, Esq.  

Thomas Freeman Jr., Esq.  
Martin Friedman, Esq.  
Ann Marie Gilden, Esq.  

Ian Gilden, Esq.  
James Gordon, Esq.  
Karen Greene, Esq.  

Nicole Guillet, Esq. 
Adam Haba, Esq. 
Arthur Haft, Esq. 

George Helm III, Esq.  
Randy Hillman, Esq. 

Robert Hoogland, Esq.  
Andrew Jones, Esq. 

John Jones, Esq.  
Ned Julian Jr., Esq. 
Gary Kaleita, Esq.  
James Keeter, Esq. 

Mary Beth Kelly, Esq.  
Anonymous  

Marcia Lippincott, Esq.  
Orbin Lopez, Esq. 

William McCabe, Esq.  
Bill McCollum Jr., Esq.  

Silvia McLain, Esq.  
Robert McNelis, Esq.  

Scott Miller, Esq.  
James Moye, Esq. 
Paul Moyer, Esq.  

Mark Nation, Esq.  
Amanda O’Dell, Esq.  
Kevin O’Hara, Esq. 

Linda Lu Parkinson, Esq.  
Thomas Pilacek, Esq.  

Lynn Porter-Carlton, Esq. 
Vincent Profaci, Esq.  

Christopher Reed, Esq.  
Guy Rizzo, Esq.  

Krista Rogers, Esq.  

Thomas Rogers, Esq.  
William Roy Jr., Esq.  
Dominick Salfi, Esq.  

Cameron Shackelford, Esq.  
David Shields, Esq. 

Kellye Shoemaker, Esq.  
Monte Shoemaker, Esq.  

Elaine Silver, Esq.  
Susan Silver, Esq.  
Craig Sonner, Esq. 
Thomas Speer, Esq.  

Gregory Stoner, Esq.  
Paul Thompson, Esq.  

James Vickaryous, Esq.  
Berry Walker Jr., Esq.  
Deborah Warner, Esq.  

Scot Warner, Esq.  
Barbara Williams, Esq.  
Michael Wilson, Esq.  
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Legal Beagle 

 Every year since 1975, Seminole County Bar Association Legal Aid Society has     
provided free legal assistance to the economically disadvantaged, elderly, disabled, and 
physically abused in our community. Through the efforts of our staff, pro bono attorneys, 
volunteers, and community partners we have helped change many lives for the better by 
helping them to obtain financial stability. 
 
In 2015, we introduced a new method for volunteer attorneys to obtain pro bono cases.   
We have made it easier for you to help take a bite out of injustice. Attorneys interested in 
assisting a low-income person with a specific matter are encouraged to visit our website 
and click on the “Legal Beagle”; or you can scan the QR code above and you will see cases 
that are awaiting placement.  
 
We invite you to partner with us to bring access to legal services to the indigent in our  
community. Your help can change lives and makes a difference in our community. The    
involvement of pro bono attorneys at Seminole County Legal Aid continues to be a critical 
resource which significantly helps close the justice gap. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Take a Bite out of Injustice 
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Volunteers and Interns 

 
 

College Students 
Forest Sutton- UCF  

JaNeil Morgan– UCF  
Kheanna Pollard-UCF  

Tai-Lynn Parboosingh– UCF  
Tori Cribb-UCF 

 
Summer Law and College Students 

 
Carmen Ayala – Barry Law Summer Intern 

Tai Lyn – UCF Summer Intern 
Taylor Linton – UCF Summer Intern 

Fran Duvall – SSC Paralegal Summer Intern 
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Volunteers and Interns 

Janeil Morgan, UCF Intern 

Tai-Lynn Parboosingh 
UCF Intern 

Tori Cribb, UCF Intern  

Forest Sutton             
UCF Intern 

THANK YOU! 
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Volunteers and Interns 

Kheana Pollard, UCF B.S.B.A  Fran Duvall-SCC Paralegal Intern 

Special Thanks as well to: 

 Taylor Linton, UCF Intern 
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UCF Volunteer, Janeil Morgan training and discussing         
applicant intake procedure with Kayana McKinney our 
Intake and Volunteer Coordinator. 

Carmen Ayala, Barry Law Intern 

THANK YOU! 



“One of our most important duties as lawyers is to provide a voice for the voiceless in our community, so it’s 
critically important that we support Legal Aid and other organizations that advocate for people who would 
otherwise be shut out. Access to justice is not a luxury. “  …...Sarah Wood 
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Sarah M. Wood, AB Harvard, PhD Yale (Spanish and Portuguese), JD Duke. Following graduation from 
law school, Ms. Wood remained at Duke in various capacities, including Director of Continuing Legal 
Education. She co-taught a class for international LLM students and produced Voices of American Law, 
a series of documentaries on leading Supreme Court cases. She also co-taught a summer course for 
teens at Duke on the Supreme Court. Since relocating to Florida, she has worked as a freelance legal 
translator, in addition to volunteering with the Seminole County Guardian ad Litem program and   
Seminole County Legal Aid. She is married to Dr. Ken Goldberg, and they have three sons. Attorney 
Wood has been volunteering with Legal Aid since May 2015. One day per week, Attorney Wood      
completes intake on applicants applying for legal services. She has also translated for a Staff Attorney’s 
client during mediation and she researched recent changes in Florida guardianship law to update the 
18th Judicial Circuit’s Guardian Advocate Manual for 2015. Sarah is a volunteer guardian ad-litem for 
children in 3 families. 

2015 Awards of  Distinction 

Attorney of  the Year: 
Sarah M. Wood 



Mission United  

President Award 
Matthew Scott Ballou 

Heart of  Florida United Way 

Mission United is a critical initiative that simplifies the path to stability for veterans and their families as they reintegrate to   
civilian life.  It eases the navigation of services available to veterans by assigning a specialist who provides referral and follow up 
as the clients access and utilize resources appropriate to their particular circumstances.  Since June, Mission United has        
connected over 3,000 veterans with services and worked collaboratively with government agencies, community organizations 
and corporate partners to streamline the system itself in the areas of legal services, employment and education. 
110,000 veterans call Central Florida home. 44% of veterans report difficulty readjusting to civilian life, finding employment 
and completing education. Mission United’s main focus is assisting veterans with legal matters, employment and education to 
reintegrate to civilian life. Seminole County Legal Aid Society partners with Mission United to provide free legal assistance to 
veterans. Ask how you can help with this project. 

Major Ballou has been employed with the Seminole County Sheriff’s Office since 
1984.  Over the course of his career he spent thirteen years assigned to various    
investigative assignments including: Burglary, Arson, Major Crimes, City County Auto 
Theft Bureau, Financial Crimes, and the Federal Department of the Treasury Task 
Force Agent.  Major Ballou was promoted through ranks to his present rank in 2012.  
Presently he oversees the Department of Youth Services which includes: The         
Juvenile Assessment Center, The Juvenile Detention Center, The Youth Intervention 
Services Unit, The Police Athletic League, The Division of Child Protective Services, 
The Crimes against Children Unit, and the Innocent Images Federal Task Force.         
In 2006 Major Ballou attended the FBI National Academy, Executive Leadership   
Development.  He received his education from the Columbia College of Missouri,       
majoring in Political Science and Criminal Justice.   

Matthew Scott Ballou 
Major, Seminole County Sheriff’s Office 

Tommy Boroughs, Esq.  
Advisory Council Co-Chair 

Priscila Kalagian 
Mission United  Manager 
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Community Partner Award 



Pro Bono Service Award 

Brittany N. O’Neil is a native Central Floridian and a graduate of University of  Florida—
Levin College of Law. She began her legal career by serving as an Assistant  State Attorney at 
the State Attorney’s Office for the Fourth Judicial Circuit. After leaving the State Attorney’s 
Office, Ms. O’Neil entered into private practice by forming the Law Office of Brittany N. 
O’Neil, P.A in April of 2015. In her practice,  Ms. O’Neil strives to  always be “on call, on 
time, and on your side” when assisting clients in criminal, business, and public interest  
matters. Ms. O’Neil is a member of  the Florida Bar and the United States District Court, 
Middle District of Florida. She is also an active member of the Seminole County Bar        
Association, Orange County Bar Association, American Bar  Association, Florida Association 
of Criminal Defense Lawyers, and the Criminal Law Section of the Florida Bar where she 
currently  serves on the Communications Committee. Attorney O’Neil has assisted our office 
with a guardianship and expungement cases. She also made a presentation at Seminole 

State for expungement and mentored another attorney in the area of expungement.  

Brittany N. O’Neil 

Young Lawyer Service Award 
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Carmen Muniz Love has practiced law for over 25 years and has specialized in Social Security 
Disability claims for more than 10 years. She has made presentations on the  disability claims 
process to support groups for genetic neuromuscular disorders, parents of children with      
disabilities, and dual mental illness/substance abuse facilities.   

For the past seven years she has provided legal advice to and represented homeless individuals 
associated with The Ephraim Project, a volunteer organization that feeds the homeless and   
assists them with various legal  issues.  Ms. Love has been a speaker at several CLE courses on 
cross examining vocational experts in disability cases presented by the Orange County Bar and 
Workers Compensation Conference.  She is a member of the National Organization of Social 
Security Claims Representatives (NOSSCR) and the National Organization of Veteran’s          
Advocates (NOVA) in addition to being a member of The Seminole Inn of Court, The Seminole 
County Bar  Association and The Orange County Bar Association.  Ms. Love began her career as 
an attorney representing a large State agency for over 10 years  practicing administrative law, 

health care law, mental health law and  employment law. She graduated from the University of Florida and received her Juris 
Doctor from the University  of Miami. 

Attorney Love has assisted our office with a veteran to help him obtain Social Security  disability benefits. She also assisted a  
disabled mother regarding Social Security disability benefits. 

Carmen Love 



Orlando Attorney Steven L. Laurence has been in private practice in Central Florida since 1985. He has 
been a Florida Supreme Court Death Penalty Qualified Law Attorney since 2004 and is listed by    
Martindale Hubbell as an AV rated attorney, the highest rating  available. In addition, he has been 
named by Orlando Home & Leisure Magazine as one of Orlando’s TOP 100 ATTORNEYS. 

Today, Mr. Lawrence specializes in the following areas: Criminal Law (Homicide), Probate Law,      
Divorces, and Family Law. A native of Louisiana, Mr. Laurence has always exhibited a strong work 
ethic and desire to achieve. As a high school senior, he was student body  president and the American 
Legion Award recipient. He played football, basketball,  baseball, golf, ran track, and participated in the 
band and chorus. Following high school, Mr. Laurence joined the National Guard and then entered the 
United States Army. 

After his honorable discharge from the Army, Mr. Laurence attended and received his associate’s      
degree from Pensacola  Junior College. He then attended Florida State University, where he walked on 
the football team in 1978. He received his bachelor’s degree from FSU and his law degree from the 

University of Arkansas. He took and passed both the Arkansas and Florida Bar exams in 1983. 

Mr. Laurence’s first job in the legal profession was with the State Attorney’s office in Sanford, Florida. After two years, he   entered private 
practice with the Sanford law firm of Cleveland and Bridges. In 1990, he and two other lawyers formed the Altamonte Springs law firm of 
Fisher, Laurence and Deen. Mr. Laurence has practiced in Altamonte Springs ever since. His support staff consists of Paralegal Stacey 
Schuler, his legal assistant Debbie Ridley who has worked with Mr. Laurence for more than 20 years. Attorney Laurence has assisted our 
office with several family law cases for full representation. One of the cases was a mother with cancer who was unable to work.   

Pro Bono Service Award 
Steven Lawrence  
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Kevin is the Managing Member and CEO of éClat Law PLLC, a boutique firm headquartered in Central      
Florida with a secondary office in Miami.  Kevin is a trial lawyer with over 21 years of experience             
representing foreign and domestic clients in disputes involving trade secrets,  international, domestic and 
cross border litigations and arbitrations of business disputes, disputes concerning a wide range of issues.    
Mr. Ross and his team have extensive experience  representing financial institutions in fraud                 
investigations, judgment enforcement and asset  protection. As a former in house lawyer for Ryder Systems, 
Inc. Kevin has gained substantial  experience handling transportation related litigation matters. Kevin has 
gained a reputation as a practical attorney who understands the culture and business objectives of        
companies when  dealing with cross-border transactions and  litigations. He has deep knowledge of the 
business environment throughout Latin America and the Caribbean. As such, Kevin counsels European, 
Asian and U.S. based companies in their business dealings in this region.  Kevin regularly  counsels and 
defends foreign and domestic manufacturers, and their U.S. distributors, of heavy industrial machinery and 
equipment, pharmaceutical products and medical devices, food and beverages, automotive and other    
consumer products.  Kevin has represented clients in over 25 jurisdictions throughout the United States 

and serves as national  coordinating trial counsel for various clients. Attorney Ross-Andino  assisted our office with  several family law cases 
for full representation. One of the cases involved a  history of domestic violence.  

Kevin K. Ross-Andino 

Pro Bono Service Award 



   Spirit of  Community Award 
Amber Kramer                 
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“People coming together as a community can make things happen.” 

  Jacob Rees-Mogg 

Amber Kramer is a graduate of the University of Florida where she met and ultimately married Steven Kramer.  She has three 
precocious young children.  In her professional career, she has played every role at Kramer Law except for attorney, from 

serving as a Florida Bar Certified Paralegal, to office manager.  Mrs. Kramer currently 
handles accounting for the firm.  Mrs. Kramer sat for the LSATs, made a top score and 
was offered academic scholarships to law school.  While Mrs. Kramer could have  
easily joined the bar as an attorney, she elected to focus on her other passions.   

Amber Kramer’s first passion after her family is philanthropy and she has used every 
tool at her disposal to embrace philanthropy as part of her lifestyle.   

Mrs. Kramer supports numerous charities.  Among those charities that Mrs. Kramer 
and her family have supported are Florida Hospital and Eden Spa.  Eden spa offers 
specialty services for cancer patients including wigs, headwear, post-surgical bras, 
and  lymphedema massage therapy.  Mrs. Kramer is one of the Founding 100     
Members of Eden Spa.   

Mrs. Kramer has also pursued charitable activities for children and she was also          
instrumental in donating the funds and assisting the neo-natal unit at Florida Hospital Altamonte with procuring an incubator 
for newborns, so that those newborns in danger may be kept safe and in a controlled environment.   

Mrs. Kramer has been an ardent supporter of Seminole County Legal Aid.  Over the last several years, Mrs. Kramer has        
donated huge amounts of clothing for babies and toddlers, toys, furniture , educational toys, books, and other household items 
to assist Legal Aid clients and families.  

Mrs. Kramer and her family have taken a special interest in helping out struggling families over the holidays.  Over the past 
decade, Mrs. Kramer and her family have provided hundreds of Thanksgiving Dinners to Seminole County Legal Aid Clients 
and to displaced families in the Seminole County School System.  Mrs. Kramer has also assisted with providing blankets during 
winter, and hams for Christmas Dinner to displaced families in the Seminole School System.  



Major Scott Ballou, 
President 

 

Angela Kersenbrock, M.N. 
Vice President 

 

 Jaimon Perry, Esq. 
Treasurer 

Michael Adam Sasso, Esq. 
Secretary   

Comissioner Pam Carroll 
Director 

 

 Maria E Espinosa, Esq. 

Director 

 

 Thomas G Freeman Jr., Esq. 
Director 

 

 Steven D Kramer, Esq. 
Director 

 

 Robert McIntosh, Esq. 
Director 

 

Frederic “Ric” Stanley, Jr., Esq. 
Director 

 
 

 

2015 Board of  Directors 
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Seminole County Legal Aid Staff 

Silvia McLain, Esq.   Charity Steinbach 

Executive Director   Pro-bono Coordinator 

 

Sue Selsky, Esq.   Denice Garza 

Staff Attorney    Florida Registered Paralegal 

 

Yvonne Alonso, Esq.   Renee Martinez 

Staff Attorney    Florida Registered Paralegal 

 

Rosa Figueroa    Michael Fres 

Resource Development  Legal Assistant  

 

Filip Georgievski   Kayana McKinney 

Law Clerk    Intake/Volunteer Coordinator 

 

Vitan Georgievski 

File Clerk     
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Our New Staff  Additions 

 Vitan & Filip  

  

“ We are fortunate to have the assistance of two excellent Lyman High School students, Filip and Vitan  
Georgievski, as a part of our staff .  Filip is a senior and Vitan is a junior in high school. They bring      
excellent technology and computer skills to our office. Several times a week , they come after school to 
help with scanning, filing and other clerical duties. They embrace our mission and have become a    
wonderful addition to our team of dedicated staff.“  
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Filip Georgievski Vitan Georgievski 



27 

2015 Pro Bono Recognition 

 Event Sponsors 

Olympic Sponsor 

Gold Sponsor 

Silver Sponsor 

Silvia McLain 
William Orth 

Beers and Gordon 
Maria E Espinosa 

Ann Marie & Ian Gilden 
Elaine T. Silver 

Amscot Financial 

Michael Brehne 
Erin Greene 

Robert McIntosh 
Jim Vickaryous 

Bronze Sponsor 

 

Diamond Sponsor 

Bryant & Lynn Applegate 

Platinum Sponsor 

Taras Rudnitsky 
Scot & Debbie Warner 



2015 Silent Auction Donors 

Orlando Flag Center 
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Thomas  Greene 

Tom Freeman 

Donated by Sarah Wood 

Robert McIntosh 



2015 Silent Auction Donors 
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THAI CORNER      
RESTAURANT 

https://www.zomato.com/orlando/thai-corner-restaurant-lake-mary
https://www.zomato.com/orlando/thai-corner-restaurant-lake-mary
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2015 Sponsors  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bryant & Lynn        

Applegate 

2015 Sponsors   

31 



 

 

 

 

 

2015 Sponsors   
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Working Together for Justice 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            
 
 

A Note of Thanks  
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“We are so thankful for our pro-bono attorneys “ Thank you for generously giving your knowledge, 
time, and resources to Seminole County Bar Association Legal Aid Society. You help us make a          
difference in the lives of our Seminole County residents every day,  

Thank you!” 

Legal Aid clients and visitors can enjoy the outside area of the Legal Aid building located in Historical 
Longwood. Through frugal management the mortgage on our building was retired and the majority of 
funds are dedicated to direct legal services to assist the disadvantaged in our community.  

Working Together for Justice 



 


